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Philanthropy (2) 

Philanthropic Projects in the Local Community 
Based on an idea from Bellhouse, B. et al (2005) 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

•  To encourage philanthropy (the desire to promote 
the welfare of others) by finding out about and 
supporting projects in the local community 

• To teach / revise the things Pestalozzi did which 
show that he was a philanthropist and the ways in 
which PestalozziWorld is a philanthropic 
organisation 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage student interest in and support of local 
philanthropic organisations 

MATERIALS 

NEEDED 

• Three large sheets of paper and three different 
coloured marker pens 

• Blu-tack 
• Paper, envelopes and stamps 
• Access to the Internet and to local philanthropic 

organisations 

 

The teacher asks the students the meaning of the words ‘philanthropy’ 
‘philanthropic’ and ‘philanthropist’ and the students discuss what kind of 
things a philanthropic person or organisation might do. 
 

The teacher asks the students to consider the things Pestalozzi did which 
show that he was a philanthropist and the ways in which PestalozziWorld is 
a philanthropic organisation, supplying answers where necessary.  {NB: For a 
summary of the ways in which Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi was philanthropic, 
refer to the section in bold typeface at the end of the Teaching Idea ‘Don’t Judge 
too Soon (3)’ (p.121) and for a summary of the ways in which PestalozziWorld 
is philanthropic, refer to ‘PestalozziWorld – An Outline’ (pp.223-224) in the 
Teaching Idea ‘PestalozziWorld (3)’.}  Two students write these on separate 
sheets of blank paper displayed on the wall.  Each point is discussed. 
 

The teacher asks the students to identify charities, local community groups 
and any other philanthropic organisations in their country / local 
community.  A student lists these on a blank paper displayed on the wall. 
 
Each student chooses an organisation to find out more about and does so by 
researching on the Internet, by writing a letter of enquiry to the organisation 
concerned and/or, if possible, by visiting the organisation and interviewing 
someone there. 
The students find answers to the following questions: 

• What does the organisation do? 
• How was it started and by whom? 
• How does it help people? 
• How does it raise money? 
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• How does it make a difference? 
 

The students present the information they have found to the rest of the 
students. 
 

Students who become particularly interested in an organisation may wish to 
support it.  They could consider doing voluntary work for the organisation or 
fundraising for it {Refer to the Teaching Idea ‘Philanthropy (4) – Fundraising 
for Others’}.  
 
Pestalozzi was a philanthropist – he was concerned for the welfare of others, 

especially in his local community.  He took concrete action to help people.   

 
Pestalozzi believed that students learn best by learning about what is local to 
them and therefore most real to them.  He believed that by taking part in 
concrete issues of real local concern students learn better. 

 

Bellhouse, B., Johnson, G. and Fuller, A. (2005) Empathy Promoting 
resilience  and emotional intelligence for young people aged 7 to 11 Paul 
Chapman Publishing: London  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


