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The Tree and The Gardener (1) (continued) 
The Teacher as a Gardener 

Based on an idea from Doty, G. (2001) 
 

LEVEL  Elementary to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect 
of Pestalozzi)  

• To introduce Pestalozzi’s analogy between the 
gardener and the teacher 

• To garden 

FURTHER 
AIMS 

• To develop students’ understanding of analogies and 
metaphorical language 

• To encourage students to think in new ways 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

• Seedlings, earth and pots 
For advanced level students, a copy each of Pestalozzi’s 
Analogy - The Teacher as a Gardener’ in ‘The Teacher’, in 
‘Pestalozzi and Education’, also available from 
https://www.jhpestalozzi.org/ 

 

(NB: This activity can be adapted to suit any level by discussing the gardener - 
teacher analogy at increasingly complicated levels.) 
 
The students plant some seedlings in pots or outside and tend them as they 
grow.   
 
The teacher divides the students into groups of three, and instructs the 
groups as follows: 

• Discuss and list what a gardener does 
• Discuss and list what a teacher does 
• Discuss and list the similarities and the differences between a gardener 

and a teacher 
• Discuss the ways in which a teacher educating a child can be compared 

to a gardener tending a young plant 
 
The teacher explains the ways in which Pestalozzi saw the teacher as a 
gardener – in more or less detail depending on the level of the students.  The 
students discuss analogies and metaphorical language.   
 
Advanced level students read and discuss Pestalozzi’s analogy between the 
education and development of a child and the natural growth of a tree in 
‘Pestalozzi’s Analogy – The Teacher as a Gardener’ in ‘The Teacher’, in 
‘Pestalozzi and Education’, also available from https://www.jhpestalozzi.org/. 
 
According to Pestalozzi, the teacher should be like a gardener.  Both are 

facilitators, creating a positive environment for development and growth and 
supporting the natural development of the child / plant.  Pestalozzi wanted 

students to be given opportunities to garden since gardening is a practical 
activity and a vocational skill, and because the activity gives students the 

opportunity to work with nature.    
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