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                 Don’t Judge Too Soon (2) 

‘A Simpleton’s Judgement’ 
 
  

LEVEL  Intermediate 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

⮚ To show the importance of not 
making judgements until the whole truth 
is known and of making our own 
judgements 

⮚ To introduce the students to 
Pestalozzi’s fables 

FURTHER AIMS To teach students what purpose a fable 
usually serves 

MATERIALS NEEDED Sheets of paper and colouring pens for 
each student 

 
The teacher and the students brainstorm a list of things, which appear to be 
very beautiful but are actually bad or poisonous and of people who appear to 
be very good but who are in reality very bad.  These may come from fiction, 
from history etcetera. 
 
The teacher explains what a fable is (a fable is a short story, typically with 
animals as characters, conveying a moral) and reads Pestalozzi’s fable about 
Simple Simon, ‘A Simpleton’s Judgement’, to the students. (NB: This can be 
read in the mother tongue if necessary.) 
 
A Simpleton’s Judgement 
Some magnificent poplars and a few scrubby, undersized oaks grew by the side 
of the same stream.  Simple Simon therefore concluded that the poplar makes 

good wood, and the oak bad. 
 
I know teachers who judge their scholars, pastors who judge their flocks, and 
rulers who judge those they govern, with no more reason than Simple Simon 
used to judge the merits of the oak and the poplar-tree.   

 
The students now discuss the moral behind this fable.  The teacher elicits the 
ideas that we should not make judgements based on appearances – in fact 
the wood of the oak tree is much better than the wood of the poplar tree.  We 
should not judge anything until we know more about it and so we should not 
assume that someone is good because that person seems good when we first 
meet him or her.  Likewise, we should give people a chance even if at first they 
seem to not be good in some way.   
 
The teacher asks each student to make a cartoon strip based on this moral 
truth from Pestalozzi 
 
Instructions to Students: 

● Decide how you would like to illustrate this moral truth.  You can use 
Pestalozzi’s illustration of the oaks and the poplars but try to make up 
your own one 
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● Decide on the number of pictures you need to illustrate it 

● Decide on the dialogue and text you need to go with each picture 

● Make a title for your cartoon strip 

● Draw and colour your cartoon strip, writing its moral truth at the end 
 
Students share their fables with each other. 
 
Pestalozzi provided education for disabled children, who were usually 
discriminated against.  In Pestalozzi’s time, many people would decide that a 
disabled child is incapable of doing anything and that therefore there is no 
point in educating a disabled child.  Fridolin Mind was a disabled child who 

was taught by Pestalozzi.  This boy was able to draw brilliantly, especially 
cats, so Pestalozzi encouraged him to draw as much as possible.  He became 
famous for his art and in Switzerland he is known as the Cat-Raphael. 
 
Pestalozzi wrote 239 fables.  Most of them are very short and tell an 
important truth about morality, education, society or politics.  More of 
Pestalozzi fables can be found in the section ‘Publishing and Life Crisis’ of 

‘The Life of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’. 
 
Pestalozzi believed that each of us should learn to judge for ourselves and not 
be led by others.  We should not talk about things we do not properly know 
about and we should only make judgements when we know as much as we can 
about whatever we are judging. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


