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Poverty (2) 

Causes of, Effects of and How to Overcome Poverty (1) 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  

• To teach Pestalozzi’s beliefs about the causes and 
effects of poverty 

• To encourage students to relate Pestalozzi’s ideas 
about poverty to poverty today 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to think about the causes and 
effects of poverty, especially that poverty is largely 
manmade  

MATERIALS 

NEEDED 

• Two pieces of chart paper 
• Pens and paper for each group of three students 
• Two marker pens 
• Blu-tack 

 

The teacher divides the students into groups of three and asks each group to 
make two lists, one ‘The Causes of Poverty’, the second ‘The Effects of 
Poverty’.   
 
The teacher and students discuss the causes and effects of poverty, based on 
the lists made by each group.  One student writes the causes and another the 
effects of poverty on sheets of paper displayed on the wall.  If not already 
included, the teacher should elicit the following from the students: 
 

1) The Causes of Poverty:   
• Corruption and greed amongst those with power 
• Famine and drought 
• Ignorance 
• Illness or death of the breadwinner in the family 
• Inflation 
• Lack of innate ability  
• Lack of knowledge (Head) 
• Lack of motivation to change things (Heart)  
• Lack of practical skills (Hands) 
• Manmade disasters 
• Natural disasters 
• Population increase 
• Unfair use of the world’s resources 
• War 

 

2) The Effects of Poverty: 
• Children, especially girls, unable to go to school 
• Crime 
• Depravity, dishonesty and cruelty 
• Early death 
• Homelessness 
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• Hopelessness 
• Illness 
• Jealousy 
• Lack of clothing 
• Lack of medication 
• Malnutrition 

  
The teacher brings in Pestalozzi’s ideas about the causes and effects of poverty 
(referring to the section in bold below), linking them to points made on the 
two lists. 
 
It should be noted that poverty is basically manmade.  Even where poverty is 
caused naturally – for example by a natural disaster – if humans were 
prepared to share what they have, there would be plenty to give to help people 
suffering from the effects of poverty caused naturally.  
 
Pestalozzi hated to see the exploitation of the poor, for example of children by 

farmers in the neighbourhood of Neuhof.  These farmers would take orphaned 
children, and keep them overworked and underfed to increase profit.  The 
consequences for the children were disastrous – they grew up ignorant, 
illiterate and degraded.   

 
Pestalozzi was especially worried by the moral degradation of the poor.  While 
he blamed the corrupt government and the selfish ruling class for the social 

evils most people had to put up with, he thought that the real source of evil 
came from the ignorance and depravity of the majority of the people.  For 
example, he thought that if the majority of people were honest, it would not be 
possible for government to be corrupt. 

 
Pestalozzi believed that everybody has the innate ability to learn and that 
everybody has the right to education.  He believed that it is the lack of an all-
round education of the head, the heart and the hands that causes poverty.  This 
is because, without an all-round education, people lack the knowledge, the 
practical ability and/or the love and moral will or motivation to successfully 
fight the causes of poverty  - their own and that of others. 

 

Continued in the Teaching Idea ‘Poverty (2) (continued) Causes of, Effects of and How to Overcome Poverty)’ 
 

 

 

 


