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Schools (1) (continued ‘a’) 
The Best Schools 

 

LEVEL  Elementary to Intermediate 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

• To teach students about the changes made by 
Pestalozzi to schools and education 

• To link Pestalozzi’s idea of a good school to the 
students’ own ideas 

FURTHER AIMS To make concrete for the students the positive 
aspects of good schooling 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

Pencils, colouring pens and blank sheets of paper 
for every student 

 

The teacher asks the students to again think about schools they have been to 
or know about and to this time imagine what the best school would be like. 
(NB: The discussion should cover school buildings, content of lessons, teachers, 
discipline, extra-curricular activities etcetera). 
 
The students then imagine what the best school would be like and what sort 
of things the teachers and students would do in it. 
 
Either:  The teacher divides the students into groups of five.  Each 
group makes a short drama showing some of the best things about school 
and performs it to the rest of the students. 
Or:  Each student makes a series of pictures showing the best 
possible school.  The students explain their pictures to the rest of the 
students. 
 
The teacher explains the changes Pestalozzi made to schools and education, 
linking the positive changes to the students’ own ideas about a good school. 
 
Pestalozzi made many changes to schools and education and is called the 

‘Father of Modern Education’.  He helped make sure that all children could go 
to school in proper school buildings.  He showed that teachers must be well 

educated and given special training to be teachers.  He wanted teachers to be 
open-minded and show respect for the children.  Discipline was through love, 

not fear, and the teachers did not beat the children.  Lots of new subjects were 
introduced, including Physical Education.  Children were very active in their 

learning, using all their senses to observe things, learning from experience and 

from being outdoors in the natural world.  The teachers treated each child as 
an individual and made sure that each child understood what he or she was 

taught before teaching them new things.  Children were given an education of 
the head, heart and hands, which gave them what they needed to be able to 

help themselves in future and which was therefore useful.  Pestalozzi’s students 
enjoyed school and loved their teachers.  

 
Continued in the Teaching Idea ‘Schools (1) (continued ‘b’) The Changes Pestalozzi Made to Schools’ 


