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Independence 

Fundraising for a Local Project 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  

• To encourage students to help themselves and to 
be independent 

• To teach / revise the connections between Johann 
Heinrich Pestalozzi’s work and the work of 

PestalozziWorld 
• To help students relate their knowledge of 

Pestalozzi to themselves 

FURTHER AIMS To practise illustration of activities 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

Paper, blank card and colouring pens for each 
student 

 

The students brainstorm the different Pestalozzi activities that they are 
involved in, for example skills training such as learning to sew or to cook and 
social activities such as helping to look after disabled children.  (NB: The 
teacher should make sure that the students consider all such activities that 
they are involved in as Pestalozzi type activities, not only those that have been 
organised by Pestalozzi.)  A student lists these on the blackboard. 
 
The students go through each activity listed and link it to a belief or approach 
of both Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi and of their educational centre, for 
example Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’s students were encouraged to garden 
because he believed in students learning from nature and being in the natural 
world.  He also encouraged outdoor activity and vocational skills 
training.  The students’ educational centre also offers vocational skills 
training in useful and relevant skills. 
 
The students brainstorm ideas as to what they would like to help raise money 
for at their own educational centre, for example funding for new saplings, for 
carpentry tools or for a trip somewhere.  A vote is made and the teacher 
explains that the students are going to make cards to raise money for the 
winning idea.  
 
The teacher asks each student to design a card of a Pestalozzi activity (for 
example a student reading to a blind person) or of the outcome of a Pestalozzi 
activity (for example a tree plantation), including a colourful picture and a 
brief statement which explains the ways in which the picture illustrates a 
Pestalozzi activity.    
 
Pestalozzi believed that education should teach people how to help themselves 
and how to become independent.  He believed that any kind of charitable giving 
is useless unless it contributes towards enabling people to help themselves. 

 


