
 This document has been prepared for non-commercial, educational purposes, by PestalozziWorld (a charity registered in the 

UK serving and supporting children from some of the poorest regions in the world. Registered UK Charity Number 1172364, 
www.pestalozziworld.com) to further the aims of the Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi Society. www.jhpestalozzi.org 
 

 
Don’t Judge Too Soon (3) 

Some Descriptions of Pestalozzi 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect 

of Pestalozzi)  

• To show the importance of not making judgements 
until the whole truth is known 

• To give the students an outline of Pestalozzi’s main 
activities in support of people usually discriminated 
against 

• To introduce the students to some descriptions of 
Pestalozzi 

FURTHER 

AIMS 

To teach about, and demonstrate the folly of, prejudice, 
bias and discrimination 

MATERIALS 

NEEDED 

• Clothes for the teacher to dress up as Pestalozzi 
• A copy for each student of the passages describing 

Pestalozzi by de Guimps (p.11) and Vulliemein 
(pp.11-12) in ‘Section 2: Glimpses of Pestalozzi’ of 
the ‘Pestalozzi Information Pack’ 

 
The teacher dresses up and walks around in an untidy, messy way as some 
descriptions of Pestalozzi illustrate him and asks the students what sort of a 
person this might be.   
 

The teacher now speaks as Pestalozzi, expressing some of his beliefs and 
teaching approaches and asks the students what sort of a person they now 
think this might be.  Changes in their ideas should be discussed, drawing out 
the importance of not making judgements without knowing the whole truth. 
 
The teacher gives the students copies of the passages by de Guimps and 
Vulliemin and the teacher and students read them together.  (NB: If students 
do not know word meanings, the teacher provides them.) 
 
The students think of other individuals or groups of people who may be 
wrongly judged because of how they appear to be (for example the scientist 
Stephen Hawking who has motor neuron disease).  How may they sometimes 
be described?  What are they really like?  This leads into a discussion about 
bias (inclination or prejudice for or against one person or group, especially in 
a way considered to be unfair), discrimination (the unjust or prejudicial 
treatment of different categories of people, especially on the grounds of race, 
sex or age) and prejudice (preconceived opinion that is not based on reason 
or actual experience).   
 
Throughout his life, Pestalozzi fought for the rights of people who were usually 
discriminated against, especially the poor.  Because of Pestalozzi, Switzerland 
abolished its system of taxation, which had meant that only the poor were 
taxed.  He argued for laws that would help unmarried mothers.  He provided 
education not only for the poor but also for girls and for disabled children, who 
would not normally have been able to go to school.   
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Pestalozzi believed that each of us should learn to judge for ourselves and not 
be led by others.  We should not talk about things we do not properly know 
about and we should only make judgements when we know all sides of an 
argument. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


