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Overview of Pestalozzi’s Approach to Education  

Pestalozzi Education Tree  
 

LEVEL  Elementary to Intermediate 

AIMS (Aspect 

of Pestalozzi)  

• To teach about Pestalozzi’s educational approach, 
looking at it in terms of the teacher, the delivery of 
subject matter, outcomes for the individual and 
outcomes for society and the world 

FURTHER 

AIMS 

To encourage metaphorical thinking 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

• Large sheets of paper stuck together to make a very 
large single sheet, displayed on the wall 

• Glue and marker pens 
• Light brown cardboard cut into the shapes of a large 

trunk, roots and branches; green cardboard cut into 
leaf shapes; and appropriately coloured cardboard 
cut into fruit shapes (e.g. red for apples) 

 
The teacher and the students brainstorm the students’ knowledge of 
Pestalozzi’s educational approach and its outcomes and the teacher writes 
any points made on the blackboard. 
 

The teacher introduces further points to the students (NB: The teacher can 
refer to the ‘Roots’, ‘Trunk and Branches’, ‘Leaves’ and ‘Fruits’ Version 1 sheets 
in the Teaching Idea ‘Overview of Pestalozzi’s Approach to Education (1) - 
Pestalozzi Education Tree (1)’ for information, but should simplify the points and 
present only the key points, according to the level, ability and knowledge of the 
students.) 
 

The teacher asks the students to name the various parts of a fruit tree. (NB: 
roots, trunk, branches, leaves and fruit must be covered.)   
 
The teacher asks for a sample point and discusses with the students whether 
it is about the teacher (Root), about the delivery of subject matter (Branch), 
an outcome for the individual (Leaf) or an outcome for society and the world 
(Fruit).  The student who gave the point takes the appropriate cardboard 
shape, writes the point on it and sticks it at the appropriate place on the 
display paper.  This continues until the tree is complete.   
 
The teacher asks what is missing from the tree (the trunk) and, as the main 
body of the tree, what the students think should be written on it (an 
appropriate title for what has been illustrated, for example ‘A Pestalozzi 
Education’).  A student is chosen to write this on the trunk and to add it to 
the tree. 

 
 


