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Learning By Example 

A [Student’s Name] Tree 

 

LEVEL  Elementary to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  

To teach students about Pestalozzi’s beliefs: 
• That we learn by example 

• That people we know early in life are a very 
important influence over our future actions 

• That we help others by using our heads, hearts 
and hands 

FURTHER AIMS • To encourage students to think about what they 
are able to do now to help others  

• To encourage students to think metaphorically 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

Sheets of paper and colouring pens for each student 

 

Instructions to Students: 
• Think of yourself as a tree   
• Think of your ‘roots’ – the different people or places that have influenced 

or taught you. In what ways have they done this? 
• Think of your ‘trunk’ and ‘branches’ – What you can do using your head, 

heart and hands to help yourself, other people and the natural world 
• Think of your ‘leaves’ and ‘fruit’ – The possible outcomes of what you 

can do 
 
The teacher draws his or her Tree on the blackboard, discussing it with the 
students while writing examples of sentences for the Roots, for the Trunk and 
Branches and for the Leaves and Fruit. 
 

Each student draws his or her own Tree, writing on it his or her own Roots, 
Trunk and Branches and Leaves and Fruit sentences. Each student writes 
his or her name on the trunk.  They then discuss each other’s work. 
 
Pestalozzi believed that we learn by example.  So if someone is kind to me I am 

likely to be kind to someone else.  If someone teaches me something well I am 
likely to want to teach that thing to others and to teach it well.  If someone 
helps me I will want to help others.  He therefore believed that the individuals 
we know early in life have a great influence over our future actions.  He also 
taught that we should use our head, heart and hands to help others.  In his 
speeches and his writing, Pestalozzi used the tree as an analogy for the 
education of the child. 

 


