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Students Teaching Students (4) 

Peer Teaching - Learning From Each Other 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of  

Pestalozzi)  

• To show the value of peer teaching 
• To explore some of Pestalozzi’s teaching 

approaches 

FURTHER AIMS • To give students opportunities to teach 
• To help students organise and deliver information 

MATERIALS 

NEEDED 

Whatever the students need for their teaching 
sessions (see below) 

 

The teacher asks the students to name any skill they have or any information 
they know which the other students do not have or know.  Examples: Skills - 
knitting, a particular type of dance or pottery.  Information - the rules of a 
game or the contents of a particular newspaper article. 
 
The students discuss what is important in giving a presentation.  The 
following areas should be included in the discussion: 

• How to interest the rest of the students by creating a lively and 
enjoyable teaching session  

• How to teach the rest of the students by giving them opportunities to 
be actively involved 

• What materials will be needed for the teaching activity 
• What the rest of the students should know by the end of the session 

 
The teacher divides the students into pairs and each pair prepares two 5-
minute teaching sessions for the rest of the students, in which they teach the 
students their chosen skills or information.  (NB: It does not matter if only one 
of the pair knows the skill or information since, while preparing the 
presentation, the second student can become familiar with the skill or 
information involved.)  
 
The pairs of students make their presentations to each other. 
 
Pestalozzi believed that students should help each other to learn.  As soon as 
he found a student who knew something his or her classmates did not know, 

he asked them to help teach.  He believed that this approach helps students to 
become independent and that his students learnt more quickly by working in 

this way.  He also found that it leads to an atmosphere of co-operation and 

peace in the classroom.   

 
Pestalozzi believed that the learning process should be in the control of the 

students to as great an extent as possible; that students should be actively 
involved in the learning process; and that learning takes place best when 

students are interested and enjoy what they are doing. 


