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Values Held by Pestalozzi (1) 
Songs (1) 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect 
of  

Pestalozzi)  

To revise / teach some of Pestalozzi’s values 

FURTHER 
AIMS 

To encourage students to connect their values to values 
held by Pestalozzi and other writers 

MATERIALS 

NEEDED 

• A song expressing values which can be played to the 
students and which expresses at least some of 
Pestalozzi’s values, for example ‘The Greatest Love of 
All’ by Whitney Houston (lyrics at  

http://www.kumanta.com/lyrics) 
• Tape / CD player 
• A copy of the ‘Pestalozzi’s Values’ sheet 

 
The teacher writes the definition of ‘Values’ on the blackboard - ‘Principles or 
standards of behaviour; one’s judgement of what is important in life’.  The 
teacher and students brainstorm values and a student lists some of the values 
held by them on the blackboard. 
 
The students brainstorm songs or poems or pieces of writing they know which 
express values and note whether any of the values expressed are the same as 
any of the values they had listed previously and whether any of the values 
expressed are values they know Pestalozzi held (refer to the ‘Pestalozzi’s 
Values’ sheet). 

 
The teacher plays a song to the students, which celebrates values – choosing 
one which expresses at least some of Pestalozzi’s values.  (A good example of 
such a song is ‘The Greatest Love of All’ by Whitney Houston.) 
 
The students pick out values from the song and note whether any of the 
values expressed are the same as any of the values they had listed previously 
and whether any of the values expressed are values they know Pestalozzi held. 

 
The teacher asks students to bring any songs expressing values that they 
have recordings of into the following session, along with any musical 
instruments they can play. 

 
Pestalozzi introduced music into the primary school curriculum because he 

believed that it was an aid to moral education.  He believed that the most 
important thing about it is the positive effect it has on people’s feelings and 

the way simple music can cause happiness and bring about a feeling of 
benevolence.  Pestalozzi’s students were taught lots of songs and encouraged 

to sing. 
Continued in the Teaching Idea ‘Values Held by Pestalozzi (1) (continued) Songs (1) (continued)’ 
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