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Students Teaching Students (1) (continued) 
Teaching a Group of Young/Disabled Children (1) (continued) 
 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

• To explore and experiment with some of 
Pestalozzi’s teaching methods  

• To demonstrate the value of students teaching 
other students 

FURTHER AIMS • To help students think about the basics of 
learning 

• To help students simplify their ideas 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

Various materials depending on the chosen activity, 
for example tracing paper for learning to write 

 

The students continue working with the same children and prepare and teach 
activities as in the Teaching Idea ‘Teaching a Group of Young/Disabled 
Children (1)’ but now using Pestalozzi’s ideas for teaching Form or Language. 
 
Form – The Teaching of Measuring, Drawing and Writing 
Pestalozzi believed that children should be given a variety of playthings to 
stimulate their interest and to help teach them to recognise the appearance, 

outline and form of objects as well as to encourage them to draw.  He believed 
that children should be taught to draw lines, angles and curves and that they 

should learn to draw from life rather than by copying another 

drawing.  Pestalozzi believed that a child could learn to write more easily after 
learning to measure and draw.  He advises that the child first practise tracing 

and copying the simple form of letters, then move onto more complex forms 
and then to the combination of several letters.  Alphabet blocks are used to 

help teach the letters.  The child should firstly learn to write enlarged letters 
perfectly, using a pencil.  Then the child should learn to write enlarged letters 

with a pen and only gradually bring them down in size.  The child can also trace 
the shapes of letters in order to learn their shapes. 

 
The Teaching of Language 
Pestalozzi believed that children should be taught to name all the common 
objects they see daily and then to describe their surroundings in as much detail 

as possible in order to be able to verbalise the understanding gained from 
learning Arithmetic and Form.  Children are taught to closely observe and 

describe the things in their every day experience in various ways.  For example, 

Pestalozzi might say a word, such as ‘dandelion’ or ‘squirrel’, which the 
children then had to find out all about.   The Teaching Idea ‘Sense-Impression 

(4) - Observing the Commonplace’ demonstrates how even a hole in the 
wallpaper could be used as the basis for a language lesson, while the Teaching 

Idea ‘Sense-Impression (5) - Detailed Description’ demonstrates how for 
Pestalozzi language lessons and general knowledge lessons are one and the 

same thing. 

 


