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Sense Impression (5) 

Detailed Description 

 
LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of  

Pestalozzi)  

To achieve sense impression by teaching students to 
observe detail using all the senses 

FURTHER AIMS To improve the students’: 
• Accuracy in use of descriptive language  
• Ability to describe by making comparisons 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

The object/s to be taught about 

 
The teacher chooses an object to teach the students about.  This may be a 
piece of glass as in the ‘Object Lesson on Glass’ given by Elizabeth Mayo and 
based on Pestalozzi’s approach.  (NB: This lesson should be referred to and can 
be found in ‘The Teaching of Language’ in ‘Examples of Pestalozzi’s Method in 
Specific Subject Areas’ in ‘Pestalozzi and Education’, also available from 
https://www.jhpestalozzi.org/. Any other familiar object may be chosen. 

 
The object is handed round students so that they can exercise their own 
powers of observation on it.  The teacher asks the students questions about 
it, which result in the students thinking about and describing the qualities of 
the object, using as many of the senses as possible (for example how it feels, 
what it smells and looks like).  The students are encouraged to compare the 
object to other things (for example how is the piece of glass different from the 
window shutter?) 

 
The questions asked by the teacher should aim to draw out the ideas of the 
children.  It is important that the questions make the students feel the need 
for a term so that they are motivated to find the word and therefore more likely 
to remember it.  The teacher should only provide the term if none of the 
students can do so and when the students have become really keen to know 
it. 
 
The teacher lists the words used to describe the object on the blackboard and 
the students practise using the words in different contexts to ensure proper 
understanding of their meanings. 

 
Pestalozzi taught his students to closely observe their surroundings, however 

dull they may appear to be.  He used exercises of sense-impression and 
language to teach children to observe and to talk about their observations, 

recounting all the impressions they receive from the objects surrounding 

them.  For Pestalozzi, language lessons, such as the one given above, are also 
general knowledge lessons and vice versa. This is because a child gains sense-

impression through direct observation and engagement of the senses, and the 
sense-impression thus gained forms the concepts of general knowledge and 

ensures the development of accurate speech.     
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