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Observation (3) 

Modelling Local Areas 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect 

of  
Pestalozzi)  

To teach students to observe their surroundings closely 
and so to gain sense-impression through active and 

concrete learning – thus students are taught geography 
following the Pestalozzi approach  

FURTHER 

AIMS 

To encourage cooperative activity 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

• Modelling materials 
• Paints and paint brushes 

 

The teacher tells the students that they will be making a model of their locality 
– for example the street they live on, the area their school is in, the town centre 
or an area of countryside nearby.  
 

The students, in groups of five, go on trips to the locality chosen by each group 
and make drawings of it and take notes about it in order to help them to make 
an accurate model. 
 
On their return the students, working in groups of five, start their models, 
using paints and clay, or cardboard or papier maché. 
 
Having done as much as they can on the models, the students take note of 
any information they know they need to complete their models (such as the 
location of a particular building) and make another trip to the chosen 
area.  When there, they take further notes and draw further pictures and, on 
returning to school, they once again work on their models and complete 
them.  If a map is available of the area modelled, the students now study it. 
 
Each group displays its model and explains it to the rest of the students. 
 
Pestalozzi’s students were actively involved in the learning process.  The 
children were first taught to observe the country near to home by gaining 
sense-impression through concrete experience of the land itself.  They then 
made their own models of the valley themselves.  The children were only 
introduced to the abstract concept (the map) once they were fully ready to 
understand it as a result of their observations and experiences (Pestalozzi 
introduced field trips to education).  Taught in this way, children feel a sense 

of ownership of the map because they first model it or draw it themselves and 
therefore have a real understanding of it.  As a result of such learning, it is 
easier to understand maps of more distant places.   

 


