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Schools (1) 

The Worst Schools 

 

LEVEL  Elementary to Intermediate 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

• To help students understand why Pestalozzi 
disliked schools in his day 

• To link Pestalozzi’s knowledge of bad schooling 
to the students’ own knowledge 

FURTHER AIMS To make concrete for the students the negative 
aspects of bad schooling 

MATERIALS 
NEEDED 

Pencils, colouring pens and blank sheets of paper 
for every student  

 

The teacher asks the students to think about schools they have been to or 
know about and the students discuss what is good about school and what is 
not so good. (NB: The discussion should cover school buildings, content of 
lessons, teachers, discipline, extra-curricular activities etcetera).  The students 
then imagine what the worst school would be like and what sort of things the 
teachers and students would do in it. 
 
Either :  The teacher divides the students into groups of five.  Each group 
makes a short drama showing some of the worst things about school and 
performs it to the rest of the students. 
Or:  Each student makes a series of pictures showing the worst 
possible school.  The students explain their pictures to the rest of the 
students. 
 
The teacher explains Pestalozzi’s opinions, linking the things he did not like 
about schools to the things the students do not like.   
 
Pestalozzi was very critical of most of the schools in Switzerland at the time 

he lived.  He did not like the schools for many reasons.  There were not enough 
schools so not everyone could go to school.  When they could the buildings 

were in a very bad condition.  Often school was held in the room of the teacher’s 
home and had no furniture.  The children would be very cramped together in a 

small, damp, airless room.  Teachers were usually untrained and often could 
not read or write.  The teachers were very conservative and bigoted.  The 

discipline was harsh and the teachers beat the children a lot.  Religion was 

often the only subject taught and was not taught properly.  Children were made 
to read out loud and to repeat and to memorise things without 

understanding.  The children had to sit still and were indoors all day long.  They 
got very bored.  The children were not treated as individuals.  The teaching 

methods and content of classes did not teach children what they needed for 
their future lives.  Pestalozzi worked to try to change all these things about 

schools in Switzerland.   
Continued in the Teaching Idea ‘Schools (1) (continued ‘a’) The Best Schools’ 


