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The Future (1) 
Setting up a Small Business 

 

LEVEL  Advanced / Recent Graduate 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  
⮚ To demonstrate to students the 

relevance of their current practical skills 
education to their future lives 

⮚ To remind students of how their 
education has enabled them to help 

themselves 

⮚ To encourage students to learn by 
doing 

⮚ To revise Pestalozzi’s ‘Head, Heart 
and Hands’ approach 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to think 
realistically about their futures 

MATERIALS NEEDED One large sheet of flipchart paper and two 
marker pens for each group 

 
 

The teacher introduces the topic of the session: Setting up a Small 
Business, emphasising the following points:   
 

● It is important to be realistic and think small, considering only the 
next step in what you may ultimately hope to achieve 

● PestalozziWorld cannot provide any funding but the aim of these 

activities is to enable you to secure a small loan for setting up a 
small business   

● You should consider setting up businesses using skills you have 
already got from your PestalozziWorld education or from elsewhere 

● Any businesses suggested in this session in no way bind you to 

follow that route 

 
The teacher divides the students into groups of three, providing each with 
a sheet of chart paper and two marker pens, asking each member of the 

group to choose a different business for consideration.  The teacher asks 
each group to make notes, for each business chosen by members of that 

group, on the following aspects of the business: 

 
● Location 

● Competition 

● Gaps to be filled, rising trends / interests in your country 

● Initial outlay 

● Cost of rental of premises, if applicable 
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● Cost of materials and equipment needed 

● Transportation costs if applicable 

● Rate of turnover (favouring quick turnover and therefore quick 

return) 

● Academic (head) expertise needed  

● Practical (hands) skills needed 

● Qualities (heart) needed 

● What relevant skills you already have and how to attain those you 
do not have 

 
The charts are displayed on the wall.  A student from one group presents 
the business he or she chose for analysis.  All the students then discuss 

that particular business.  The student making the presentation adds any 
further information thought of by other groups to the flipchart.  One 
business from each group is presented and discussed until all the 

businesses have been covered.  
 

The teacher asks students to gather any missing information and to bring 
it to the next session.  The teacher, offering help in this task wherever 
possible, suggests that students approach people they know involved in 

aspects of business they need practice in, to offer help (voluntary or paid), 
in order to gain work experience. 
 

(NB: The teacher should keep the charts for the next session ‘The Future (1) 
(continued) – Applying for a Business Loan’.) 
 
Pestalozzi taught that education should help a person to help himself or 
herself and be independent; that it should be relevant to the future needs of 
the students; and that it should be ‘all-round’ of the Head, the Heart and 
the Hands, so giving students the academic, moral and practical skills 
needed to successfully help themselves and others.  Pestalozzi believed that 
students should take control of their learning to as great an extent as 
possible.  He also taught that it is only by actually doing that we can learn. 

 
Continued in the Teaching Idea ‘The Future (1) (continued) Applying for a Business Loan’ 

 
 

 


