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Year Search 

 

LEVEL  Version 1: Elementary  

Version 2: Intermediate  

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  

To teach students what happened, and 

when, in Pestalozzi’s life  

FURTHER AIMS Versions 1 and 2: To reinforce the ability to 

read and understand sentences in the past 
tense and the ability to ask and answer 

questions in the past tense 
Version 2: To teach students to skim read 
for key information 

MATERIALS NEEDED Version 1: One copy of ‘Year Search with 
Clues and Answers (Version 1)’ for each 

student  
Version 2:  

⮚ One copy of ‘Year Search with Clues 
Only (Version 2)’ for each student  

⮚ One copy for each student of the full 
version of ‘Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi – an 
Outline of his Life and Work’, available on 

the website JHPestalozzi.org 
 

Version 1 
The teacher gives each student a copy of the ‘Year Search with Clues and 
Answers (Version 1)’.  
 

Students solve the ‘Year Search with Clues and Answers (Version 1)’ using 
the statements with years given. 
 

Version 2  
The teacher gives each student a copy of the ‘Year Search with Clues only 

(Version 2)’ and a copy of the full version of ‘Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi – 
An Outline of His Life and Work’ available on the JHPestalozzi.org website. 
 

Students solve the ‘Year Search with Clues Only (Version 2)’ by skim 
reading Section 1 to find the years the listed events took place. 
 

Both Versions 
On completion of the task the teacher asks the students questions which 

they can answer as a result of their work on the ‘Year Search’, for example 
‘When did Pestalozzi write Swansong?’ 
 

Students then ask and answer questions in pairs or in a circular chain 
formation where A asks B, B asks C, C asks D and so on back to A.  As 
soon as B has answered A’s first question and asked the same question of 

C and received the answer from C, A should ask B another question, and 
so on round the class. 
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Year Search with Clues and Answers 
(Version 1) 

 
1 7 9 7 6 1 5 7 8 7 1 4 

0 5 5 1 9 6 7 5 5 2 8 1 

7 3 6 8 1 4 8 2 1 7 7 4 

7 8 2 3 1 7 6 5 7 2 5 7 

1 5 8 2 0 9 6 7 1 8 9 2 

2 5 1 7 1 4 2 9 6 1 6 1 

9 2 7 1 1 8 0 1 5 7 1 7 

8 0 5 2 8 1 3 8 9 7 1 9 

1 7 7 3 6 0 7 4 1 8 7 2 

5 2 8 4 1 7 4 6 0 8 7 1 

 
Search from left to right, from right to left, upwards, downwards and 
diagonally in all directions to find the following dates in the grid 

above and mark them on it. 
 
  1. Pestalozzi’s institute moved from Münchenbuchsee in 1804 

  2. Pestalozzi started an industrial school for poor children at Neuhof  
in 1773 

  3. Pestalozzi moved back to Neuhof in 1825 
  4.  Pestalozzi learnt farming in 1769 
  5. Pestalozzi wrote ‘Swansong’ in 1826 

  6. Pestalozzi’s son was born in 1770 
  7. A monument was built to Pestalozzi in 1846 

  8. Pestalozzi kept a diary about the experience of educating his     
 son in 1774 
9. The final volume of ‘Leonard and Gertrude’ was published in 1787 

10. Pestalozzi was made an honorary French citizen in 1792 
11. Pestalozzi wrote many fables in 1797 
12. Pestalozzi wrote ‘How Gertrude Teaches Her Children’ in 1801 

13. Pestalozzi was born in 1746 
14. Pestalozzi moved from Burgdorf in 1804 

15. Pestalozzi got married in 1769 
16. Pestalozzi left Yverdon in 1825 
17. Pestalozzi started his orphanage at Stans in 1798 

18. Pestalozzi died in 1827 
19. Pestalozzi had something published for the first time in 1765 

20. Pestalozzi started school  in 1751 
21.   The Evening Hour of a Hermit’ was published in 1780 
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Year Search with Clues Only 
(Version 2) 

 
Search the grid below from left to right, from right to left, upwards 

and downwards, and diagonally in all directions.  Find and mark the 
year in which the following events took place.  

 
1 7 9 7 6 1 5 7 8 7 1 4 

0 5 5 1 9 6 7 5 5 2 8 1 

7 3 6 8 1 4 8 2 1 7 7 4 

7 8 2 3 1 7 6 5 7 2 5 7 

1 5 8 2 0 9 6 7 1 8 9 2 

2 5 1 7 1 4 2 9 6 1 6 1 

9 2 7 1 1 8 0 1 5 7 1 7 

8 0 5 2 8 1 3 8 9 7 1 9 

1 7 7 3 6 0 7 4 1 8 7 2 

5 2 8 4 1 7 4 6 0 8 7 1 

   
  1.  Pestalozzi’s institute moved from Münchenbuchsee 

  2. Pestalozzi started an industrial school for poor children at the 
Neuhof 

  3. Pestalozzi moved back to Neuhof 
  4.  Pestalozzi learnt farming 
  5.  Pestalozzi wrote ‘Swansong’ 

  6. Pestalozzi’s son was born 
  7. A monument was built to Pestalozzi 

  8. Pestalozzi kept a diary about the experience of educating his son 
  9. The final volume of ‘Leonard and Gertrude’ was published 
10. Pestalozzi was made an honorary French citizen 

11. Pestalozzi wrote many fables 
12. Pestalozzi wrote ‘How Gertrude Teaches Her Children’  
13. Pestalozzi was born  

14. Pestalozzi moved from Burgdorf  
15. Pestalozzi got married  

16. Pestalozzi left Yverdon  
17. Pestalozzi started his orphanage at Stans  
18. Pestalozzi died  

19. Pestalozzi had something published for the first time  
20. Pestalozzi started school  

21. The Evening Hour of a Hermit’ was published 

 
 
 
 



 This document has been prepared for non-commercial, educational purposes, by PestalozziWorld (a charity registered in the 

UK serving and supporting children from some of the poorest regions in the world. Registered UK Charity Number 1172364, 

www.pestalozziworld.com) to further the aims of the Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi Society. www.jhpestalozzi.org 
 

Year Search – Solution, Clues, Answers 
and Solutions on Grid 

 
 
 

1 7 9 7 6 1 5 7 8 7 1 4 

0 5 5 1 9 6 7 5 5 2 8 1 

7 3 6 8 1 4 8 2 1 7 7 4 

7 8 2 3 1 7 6 5 7 2 5 7 

1 5 8 2 0 9 6 7 1 8 9 2 

2 5 1 7 1 4 2 9 6 1 6 1 

9 2 7 1 1 8 0 1 5 7 1 7 

8 0 5 2 8 1 3 8 9 7 1 9 

1 7 7 3 6 0 7 4 1 8 7 2 

5 2 8 4 1 7 4 6 0 8 7 1 

 

 
  1. Pestalozzi’s institute moved from Münchenbuchsee   1804 
  2. Pestalozzi started an industrial school for poor children at           

Neuhof   1773 
  3. Pestalozzi moved back to Neuhof   1825 
  4.  Pestalozzi learnt farming   1769 

  5. Pestalozzi wrote ‘Swansong’   1826 
  6. Pestalozzi’s son was born   1770 

  7. A monument was built to Pestalozzi   1846 
  8. Pestalozzi kept a diary about the experience of educating his      

son   1774 

  9. The final volume of ‘Leonard and Gertrude’ was published         
1787 

10. Pestalozzi was made an honorary French citizen   1792 
11. Pestalozzi wrote many fables   1797 
12. Pestalozzi wrote ‘How Gertrude Teaches Her Children’   1801 

13. Pestalozzi was born   1746 
14. Pestalozzi moved from Burgdorf   1804 
15. Pestalozzi got married   1769 

16. Pestalozzi left Yverdon   1825 
17. Pestalozzi started his orphanage at Stans   1798 

18. Pestalozzi died   1827 
19. Pestalozzi had something published for the first time   1765 
20. Pestalozzi started school    1751 

21.   The Evening Hour of a Hermit’ was published   1780 
 


