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A Pestalozzi Cartoon Biography 
 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced  

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

⮚ To give students the opportunity to 
learn the biography of Pestalozzi: ‘The Life 
of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’ (available 
on the website JHPestalozzi.org) in detail 

⮚ To encourage students to help teach 
other students 

FURTHER AIMS ⮚ To help students extract key 
information 

⮚ To help students visualise 
information 

MATERIALS NEEDED ⮚ A copy of ‘The Life of Johann 
Heinrich Pestalozzi’ for each student 

⮚ Blank paper and colouring pens 

⮚ Bookbinding materials – for example 
a stapler or wool and a hole punch  

⮚ A dictionary for each group 

 
The students discuss cartoons they know and if possible look through a 
few different cartoon books, noticing how much dialogue there is, and 

whether there is a strip of writing below each picture. 
 
The teacher divides the students into groups of eight and explains that 

each group will be making a cartoon book of Pestalozzi’s life for use with 
younger students. 

 
Instructions to Students: 

● Read ‘The Life of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’ to each other in your 

group 

● Look up any words you cannot understand 

● Ask the teacher’s help with anything you still do not understand 

● Discuss how you would make each section into cartoons, which 
should include a cartoon strip of each of the key episodes in 
Pestalozzi’s life with dialogue and a strip of brief text below each 

picture.  Decide on a size for your cartoons so that the overall 
presentation of the book is uniform 

● Take one section of ‘The Life of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’ each and 
develop it into a cartoon strip.  Whoever takes ‘Pestalozzi’s Death’ 
should also take the section of the biography set in 1980, the brief 

episode before ‘Pestalozzi’s Childhood and Early Years in Zurich’ 

● If possible make eight copies of your cartoon book, containing each 
member of your group’s work, and bind them 
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The students take their cartoon books to a group of younger students 
and read them together, explaining anything the younger students find 

difficult to understand.    


