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Careers (6) 
Realism, Not Dreams 

Based on an idea from Fountain, S. (1995) 
 

LEVEL  
Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  
⮚ To encourage students to think 
realistically about their future careers 

⮚ To teach / revise some facts about 
Pestalozzi’s career 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to differentiate 

between an idealistic and a realistic view 
of the future 

MATERIALS NEEDED ⮚ Blank 
sheets of paper and colouring pens for 
each student 

⮚ The 
teacher’s timeline (as below) 

 

The teacher presents to the students and discusses with them his or her 

timeline with a fork at the current time.  (NB: The timeline should include 
major events from birth, including career and family events and should 
make use of drawing and writing.  From the current time forward one fork 
should look at a likely future and the other should look at an ideal future.  
Discussion also includes what the teacher would need to do to fulfil his or 
her likely and ideal futures and what might stand in the way of doing so.) 
 

The students discuss different ideal and likely futures and what they would 
need to do to achieve them. 
 

Instructions to Students: 

● Draw your own timeline with a fork, one fork showing your likely 
future (in which you are realistic) and one fork showing your ideal 

future (in which you are idealistic) 

● Think carefully about what you would need to do to achieve each 

● Consider what might stand in the way of you achieving your ideals 

 
The teacher divides the students into pairs and asks each pair to discuss 

their timelines, what they would need to do to achieve their likely and their 
ideal futures and what might stand in the way of them achieving their 
ideals.   

 
The teacher asks for examples of what would be involved in achieving likely 
futures and ideal futures and brings the following into the discussion: 
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Throughout Pestalozzi’s life his aim was to set up a home and school for 
poor children where they could learn head, heart and hand skills and be part 
of a large, loving family, with Pestalozzi as the father figure.  He achieved 

this briefly at the Neuhof but had to stop because of lack of money and 
because people did not support his ideas.  He also ran an orphanage at Stans, 
but only for six months.  It was very successful but people did not support 
him so it was closed down.  Although Pestalozzi was unable to achieve what 
he really wanted to achieve, he was very successful in other ways, as the 
head of an educational institution and as the father of modern education.  
It does not matter if we do not achieve our ideals.  In fact we might be more 
successful working well in a more realistic future. 

 
Pestalozzi wanted education to help students to be realistic about their 
futures, rather than set up unrealistic expectations, and to ensure that 
students are well prepared for what is likely to be their future lives and 
careers.  

Fountain, S. (1995) Education for Development A Teacher’s Resource for 
Global Learning UNICEF, Hodder and Stoughton 

 

 

 

 


