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Skills and Future Work (3) 
Learning from Local Handicraft Production 

 

LEVEL  Advanced  

AIMS (Aspect of  

Pestalozzi)  

To teach about local handicraft skills and 

to encourage the students to develop their 
own skills - the ‘Hands’ aspect of the 

Pestalozzi ‘Head, Heart and Hands’ 
education 

FURTHER AIMS To develop students’ investigative skills 

MATERIALS NEEDED ⮚ Whatever is needed to set up visits 
to local organisations, for example letter 

writing material or phone access 

⮚ Access to local organisations 
 

The students and teacher brainstorm a list of handicrafts that they know 
are produced locally or which they think are likely to be produced locally.  
A student lists these on the blackboard. 

 
Students choose several handicraft-producing organisations to visit. 
 

Students arrange to visit any organisation they are particularly interested 
in, by writing to or phoning the organisation. A practical demonstration of 

a handicraft item being made should be requested, if appropriate. 
 
Before the visit the students brainstorm a list of questions, including: 

● What is the background to the handicraft item produced – is it local 
to the country / area or is it new to the country / area? 

● How did the organisation make the decision to make whatever it 

makes? 

● What materials and equipment are needed to produce the handicraft 
item? 

● How is the handicraft item marketed? 
 

Students may wish to choose a handicraft item to make and to set up a 
small business selling the chosen item, in which case they should be 
involved in the whole process (See the Teaching Idea, ‘Skills and Future 

Work (4) – ‘Running a PestalozziWorld Income-Generating Project’) 
 
Pestalozzi believed that it is very important that students learn from and 
about what is local to them.   He wanted students to take learning into their 
own hands and to be in charge of their own learning to as great an extent as 
possible.  He believed that students should have a vocational education (an 
education of the ‘Hands’), learning about skills which are the most likely to 
be relevant to them and therefore useful to them in their future lives. 


