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Circles (5) 
Imagined Future Circles 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

⮚ To teach about Pestalozzi’s ‘circles’ 
and to link these to the students’ own 
ideasfor their futures 

⮚ To introduce the idea that an aim of 
education is to help us to help ourselves 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to think about the 
future and to begin to take action to enable 

their chosen futures to come about 

MATERIALS NEEDED Blank pieces of paper and colouring pens for 

each student 
 

All the students discuss what the ‘circles’ they will move in in the future 
are likely to be, linking this to Pestalozzi’s ideas about the ‘circles’ we live 
and move in.  Refer to the Teaching Ideas ‘Circles (3)’  and ‘Circles (4)’. 

 
Instructions to Students: 

● Draw a small picture of yourself in the middle of a sheet of paper.  
Draw circles around the picture, naming the next circle you think 
you are likely to move in and moving outwards to other circles.  You 

could do two different sets of circles, one your realistic future, the 
other your ideal future 

● Using three different colours, write the things you hope to do, the 

types of people you hope to meet and what you hope they will do for 
you in each circle 

 
The students discuss what different things they hope to do, whom they 
hope to meet and what they hope others will do for them in their future 

circles. 
 
Working in pairs, the students consider what they can do now and what 

they will need to do in the future to help enable the futures they have 
chosen to come about.  The pairs come up with a list of achievable things 

that each student could do.  For example, invite a speaker in to talk about 
a certain career or look up information about a certain place on the 
Internet.  (NB: Future activities should include acting upon the lists 
wherever possible.) 
 
Pestalozzi wrote about the circles we live in and thought that it is very 
important that we all become good citizens by helping each circle we live in 
to function well by helping each other as much as possible.  He also believed 
that it is important that education teaches us how we can help ourselves so 
that we can be independent, capable and fulfilled citizens.  


