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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education (2) 
 

LEVEL  Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 
Pestalozzi)  

Students explore Pestalozzi’s approach 
to education in more depth 

FURTHER AIMS ⮚ Students practise discussion, 
debate and decision-making skills 

⮚ Students practise presentation 
skills 

MATERIALS NEEDED One single-sided set (cut up and 
shuffled) of the right-hand column of the 
‘Changes Pestalozzi Brought to 
Education’ sheets (i.e. the 21 cards 
illustrating Pestalozzi’s approach) for 

every group of three students  
 

The teacher divides the students into groups of three.  The teacher gives 
each group one set (cut up and shuffled) of the right-hand column of the 

‘Changes Pestalozzi Brought to Education’ cards (i.e. the 21 cards 
illustrating Pestalozzi’s approach). 
 

The students sort the 21 cards into a diamond pattern, with what they 
consider to be the most important aspects of Pestalozzi’s approach at the 
top and the least important at the bottom.  Each group should be able to 

state why they have made the choices they have made. (NB: It is important 
to tell the students that, although described as a ‘diamond pattern’, the 
cards do not have to be formed into a diamond shape – there may, for 
example, be 12 equally important approaches at the top, 6 in the middle and 
3 at the bottom.  It is also important to tell the students that there are no 
right or wrong answers.)    
 

Each group chooses a spokesperson to present his or her group’s diamond 
pattern to the rest of the students.  The spokesperson describes the order 
chosen and explains why the group has chosen that order.  

 
The teacher refers to the fact that Pestalozzi’s approach matches the root 
meanings of ‘Education’ and of ‘School’.   

● ‘Educate’ comes from the Latin ‘educat’ meaning ‘led out’ from the 
verb educare, related to educere - to ‘lead out’.   

● ‘School’ comes from the Greek ‘skholé’ meaning ‘leisure, philosophy, 

lecture-place’.  ‘Leisure’ in this sense does not mean idleness, but 
the time for fully concentrating on something important. 
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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education 
            

     Traditional                     Pestalozzi 
 

A good education is only 
provided for the rich and is 

usually only for boys.  
There is no provision of 
education for disabled 

children 

Education is for everybody, 
whatever their 

background, gender or 
ability 

Teachers are not qualified 
and may even be only 

semi-literate.  They have 
learnt no teaching 

methods and are often 
conservative and bigoted 

Teachers are well-educated 
and are trained in 

pedagogy, they have plenty 
of techniques for teaching 
as well as knowledge of the 
subject matter and of the 

needs of the children  

At best, there is only one 
classroom, with a lot of 
children uncomfortably 
crammed into it.  It is 
usually dirty, with no 

proper furniture and is 
often in the teacher’s 

house  

Classrooms are clean and 
properly furnished and 
children have enough 
room to move around  
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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education 
            

     Traditional                     Pestalozzi 
 

Teachers hit the children 
when they misbehave and 
keep discipline by making 

the children afraid of 
them.  Otherwise they 

have very little authority 
over them 

There is virtually no 
corporal punishment; any 

punishment given is as 
mild as possible and is 
appropriate to whatever 

wrong the child has 
committed.  Discipline is 

based on love and the 
teachers’ personal 

authority 

Teachers do not explain 
their actions to the 

students and are very 
remote from them.  They 

interact very little with the 
children  

Teachers are facilitators, 
interacting with the 
children as equals, 

showing respect for them 
and explaining everything 

they do.  They model 
themselves on the ideal 

parents 

Teachers have no interest 
in their job, nor in the 

subject they teach nor in 
the children they are 

teaching. 

Teachers love their job, 
they are interested in the 

subject and care deeply for 
the children they teach.  
The teachers love the 

children with disinterested 
love, involving complete 
understanding of, and 

empathy with, each child 
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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education 
            

     Traditional                     Pestalozzi 
 

Children are kept indoors 
throughout the school day 
and are expected to sit still 

all day.  They are very 
restricted 

Outdoor activity, the 
natural environment and 
physical exercise are very 

important parts of a child’s 
education.  Children are 

encouraged to move 
around.  They are given as 
much freedom as possible 

The information the child 
is to learn is central; the 
child is forced to learn 
whatever information is 
considered necessary by 

the teacher 
 

The child is at the centre 
of the educational process; 
every aspect of education 
is based on the needs of 
the child and the child 

helps initiate what he or 
she is taught 

Children work individually 
and it is seen as cheating 
if children help each other  

Children are encouraged to 
work together, to work co-

operatively and to help 
each other.  Peer teaching 

is important  
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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education 
            

     Traditional                      Pestalozzi 
 

The child is seen as a 
‘tabula rasa’ or blank 

sheet on which the teacher 
can ‘write’, or as an empty 
vessel to be filled up with 

facts.  Education is a 
process which fills the 
child with knowledge 

The child is seen as a self-
active living organism, 

such as the seed of a tree, 
with the innate powers 
necessary for his or her 

development already 
present within.  Education 

is therefore a process 
which develops something 

out of the child 

Learning is passive; 
children study books and 
listen to the teacher.  The 
first thing children learn is 
to read and write and they 
often do not understand 
what they read.  They are 

often disengaged 

Children first learn 
through active 

participation and 
 ‘sense-impression’, in 
which understanding 
comes about through 

experience, observation 
and active engagement of 
as many of the children’s 

senses as possible 

Religion is often the only 
subject taught, with 

learning based on the bible 
and on the catechism 

Children are taught many 
different subjects and 

learning is based first on 
what the children 
experience locally 
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Changes Pestalozzi brought to Education 
            

      Traditional                     Pestalozzi 
 

Children learn by rote, 
repeating things until they 
remember them. They are 
expected to memorise a lot 

of facts but often do so 
without understanding 

anything 

Children learn out of 
interest.  How they are 
taught and the abilities 

and skills they gain from 
the learning experience are 

important, rather than 
what information they 

gather  

School bears no 
relationship to the 

children’s homes or to their 
locality and the subjects 

taught do not connect with 
the children’s everyday 

lives 

School is as similar to the 
home as possible and the 
children first learn about 

what is local to them.  The 
subjects they are taught 

relate closely to their 
everyday experience  

Children are first taught 
about abstract things and 

there is no particular 
method to what the 
children are taught 

 

Children are taught about 
abstract things once they 

have fully understood 
things through concrete 
engagement and ‘sense-
impression’.  Education 
progresses methodically 
from near to far, from 

familiar to unfamiliar and 
from concrete to abstract 

 
 
 

 


