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Pestalozzi’s Early Influence 

in Switzerland, Germany, France and Spain 

(A Summary based on Downs) 
 

Although Pestalozzi’s ideas and experiments were known abroad, and his 
schools in Burgdorf and Yverdon had enthusiastic international students and 

visitors, Switzerland was slow to recognise and honour him.  This could have 
been due to the different languages spoken in different cantons, combined 

with the conservatism in many cantons, causing the slow exchange and 
acceptance of new ideas.  
 

Zurich was an exception, and here Pestalozzi’s principles received active 

support from many influential people who had witnessed the results of his 
work; this led to the publication of literature on Pestalozzi, and to the 

establishment of institutions including agricultural and industrial schools for 
teaching vocational skills to poor children. 
 

In Germany, where Pestalozzi had the greatest impact, his educational 

principles began to be seen by many German thinkers as a means to national 
regeneration when the nation was largely under French control.  German 
teachers were sent to Pestalozzi to be trained and were given positions of 

responsibility after their return, resulting in the speedy implementation of 
Pestalozzi’s principles in the German educational system.  Napoleon, who at 

that time had control of most areas of Germany, was not interested in 
propagating Pestalozzi’s principles on a national level, but this propagation 
happened in spite of his disinterest.  This was because the process happened 

on the local level in many places, which had the effect of a national level 
implementation.  The process was made easier because Pestalozzi’s language 
was German.  Only in Germany did education absorb the whole spirit of 

Pestalozzi’s approach, later to be spread from Germany to England and 
America. 
 

In France, military affairs were the central concern at the time.  Even after 
Napoleon’s rule, the primary schools were under administrations that shared 
his disinterest in Pestalozzi’s ideas.  In spite of this, Pestalozzi’s ideas did gain 

some support in France through the efforts of influential individuals in 
administrative positions, who felt that the French educational system could 

benefit from Pestalozzi’s pedagogy.  
 

In Spain, there was favourable response to Pestalozzi.  This resulted in many 
Spanish teachers being trained at Yverdon, and Pestalozzi schools being 
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started in Spain.  This, however, did not last due to later political 
developments in Spain.    
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