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Pestalozzi’s Continuing Influence 

(With information on educational approaches summarised from ‘Informal 
Education and Lifelong Learning’, http://www.infed.org) 

 

In addition to the general influence Pestalozzi has had on modern education, 
there are today many other important educational approaches, which show 

the specific influence of Pestalozzi.  
 
Some examples follow: 

 
The Kindergarten System of Education 
Fredrich Froebel (Fröbel) (1782-1852) was the founder of the Kindergarten 

system of education.  Kindergartens are nursery schools where children below 
the age of compulsory education play and learn.  The German, Froebel, 

introduced kindergartens throughout Germany, developed educational 
materials such as wooden bricks and balls and created training courses for 
kindergarten teachers.  Kindergarten education has since spread throughout 

the world. 
 

Froebel spent more than a year with Pestalozzi at Yverdon and came into 
teaching via a school run on Pestalozzi’s principles.  His work shows the 
influence of Pestalozzi; for example he believed that: 

● Education cannot in itself make a child intelligent 

● The child has innate powers and is basically a productive and 
creative individual – fulfilment comes through the development of these 

powers in harmony with the world and with God 

● Education should develop the child’s innate abilities, guiding the 
child so that he or she can, by choice, become a conscious, thinking 

and perceptive individual, in God’s image 

● A child’s innate powers and understanding are developed by use, 
through practical work and activity.  Froebel was against the over-

reliance on books in education 

● The teacher’s role is to arouse the child’s interest 

● Education during the early years and education at home are very 
important 

 

The Scout Association 
Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941) was the founder of the Scout Association.  
The Scout Movement was founded in 1907 with the aim of ‘developing young 

people physically, spiritually and mentally so that youth may take a 
constructive place in society’.  
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The Englishman, Powell, shows the influence of Pestalozzi in the importance 
he put on: 

● Developing character, creating good citizens who: are useful 
members of the society and unselfishly do good for others; are friends 
to all, no matter what their social class; are self-sufficient, show 

independence of character and take personal responsibility 

● Learning through doing, encouraging children to learn for 

themselves with emphasis on the powers of observation.  Powell also 
shared with Pestalozzi an antipathy towards rote learning and abstract 
ideas unconnected to practical expression 

● People’s physical health, with emphasis on physical activity, 
games and being in the open air and an appreciation of the beauty of 
nature 

● People’s mental health, wanting children to be brought up as 
cheerfully and happily as possible, and valuing patience and good 
temper 

● The abolition of extreme poverty and misery 
 

The Montessori Method of Education 
Maria Montessori (1870-1952) was an Italian educationalist who developed 
the Montessori Method of Education.  The Montessori Method is a child-

centred approach to education which developed out of Montessori’s success 
in teaching children with learning disabilities to read and write.  The system 
of education is for young children and aims at developing their natural 

interests and activities rather than use formal teaching methods.  Many 
Montessori schools now exist.  Montessori argued for the development of 

training for teachers based on the ideas of Rousseau, Pestalozzi and Froebel. 
 
Montessori shows the influence of Pestalozzi in her belief that: 

● Education of the senses should come before education of the 
intellect 

● An educational task should create such interest in the child that 

it engages his or her whole personality 

● The child, rather than the teacher, should be the centre of the 
educational experience 

● The environment should be a stimulating one in which children 
can learn to take responsibility 

● Children gain self-realisation through independent activity 
 
The Atlantic College (the first of the United World Colleges), Outward 

Bound and the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Kurt Hahn (1886-1974) was the German-born and German-educated founder 
of the Atlantic College (the first of the United World Colleges), Outward Bound 

and the Duke of Edinburgh Award in Britain.  
 

● The Atlantic College is for 16-18 year olds.  Its mission is to 
enable its students ‘to become positive agents of change through action 
and life choice, fulfilling individual potential and recognising individual 

responsibilities as global citizens’ 
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● Outward Bound aims to foster the personal growth and social 
skills of participants by using challenging expeditions in the outdoors 

● The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is a personal achievement 
award for 14-25 year olds for participation and progress in a service, a 
skill, physical recreation and an expedition 

 
Kurt Hahn shows the influence of Pestalozzi in the importance he puts on: 

● Active experience in order to develop 

● Development of a well-rounded character by providing 
opportunities for self-discovery 

● Outdoor activity 

● Individuals helping others through active service 

● Individuals having a sense of responsibility to humanity 
 

Source 

 

Informal Education and Lifelong Learning http://www.infed.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


