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Glimpses of Pestalozzi 

 

Descriptions by de Guimps, former pupil of Yverdon and biographer of 
Pestalozzi 
1.  ‘It is important to have complete knowledge of a man who throughout a 
long life, sacrificed himself for what was, perhaps, the most fertile idea of 

modern times – the regeneration of nations by elementary education; a man 
who, passionately loving the people in spite of their ignorance and vices, 
sought to teach and raise them even before they had made themselves feared*; 

a man who, in his ardent desire to help humanity, became, in turn, 
theologian, lawyer, agriculturalist, manufacturer, author, journalist, and 
schoolmaster; a man who, amid flattery from kings and people, never swerved 

a moment from his course; a man, finally, whose bold and original genius 
was, to the very last, combined with the openness, simplicity, and absolute 

trust of a child.’ (From de Guimps) 
 

* This refers to the French Revolution in which the common man revolted against 
the aristocracy and thus became ‘feared’. 
 

2. ‘As for Pestalozzi himself, he accosted everybody with gentle 
kindness.  His conversation was animated and clever, full of imagination and 

originality, but difficult to follow, on account of his pronunciation [Pestalozzi 
was a German-speaking Swiss but Yverdon is in a French-speaking part of 
the country].  But he was never long the same, passing in a moment from 

frank, openhearted gaiety to profound and even melancholy 
meditation.  Always absent-minded and preoccupied, he was a prey to a 
feverish restlessness, and could never sit down for long together; he used to 

walk up and down the corridors of the Castle, one hand behind his back, or 
in the breast of his coat, the other holding the end of his necktie between his 

teeth.  He used to appear every day like this in the middle of the lessons.  If 
the teaching satisfied him, his face would become radiant with pleasure, he 
would caress the children and say a few pleasant words to them; but if, on 

the other hand, he was not satisfied, he would angrily leave the room at once, 
slamming the door behind him.’ (From de Guimps) 
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