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Human Qualities  
in Pestalozzi’s Educational Approach (2)  

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced  

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  

To revise the human qualities that 

Pestalozzi considered to be important in 
his educational approach 

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to consider further 
positive human qualities 

MATERIALS NEEDED For each group of three students: 

⮚ Two different coloured A3 sheets of 
paper  

⮚ Two photocopies of the ‘Pestalozzi 
Human Quality Cards’  

⮚ Colouring pens 

⮚ A pair of scissors and glue 

⮚ A dictionary 
 

The teacher discusses with the students what is meant by a human 

quality.  The students name some human qualities.   
 

The teacher divides the students into groups of three. 
 
Instructions to Students: 

● List what qualities you want education to give you 

● List which qualities you think a teacher should have 
 

Each group is given two different coloured A3 sheets of paper and two 
copies of the ‘Pestalozzi Human Quality Cards’.  (NB: It is important that 
each group has two copies however small the group) and the teacher 
explains that these are qualities Pestalozzi believed to be important in his 
educational approach.   

 
Instructions to Students: 

● Compare your own lists with the ‘Pestalozzi Human Quality Cards’ 

● Cut up both your copies of the ‘Pestalozzi Human Quality Cards’. 

● Write a) the title ‘Qualities education should give a student’ on the 

first sheet; and b) the title ‘Qualities a teacher should have’ on the 
second sheet  

● Choose which A3 sheet to put the Pestalozzi human qualities onto 

and stick them onto the appropriate sheet (NB: there will be some 
overlap; therefore each group is given two sets of cards so that if 
necessary the same quality can be stuck onto both sheets.  For this 
reason there will be some spare ‘quality’ cards) 
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● Add any a) Qualities education should give students and b) Qualities 
a teacher should have, which you thought of but were not on the 
‘Pestalozzi Human Quality Cards’ 

● Display your two sheets, explaining why you put the qualities you 
did on each sheet, and pointing out the qualities you added to each 
and why 
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Altruism Balance Cheerfulness 

Confidence Co-operation Courage 

Empathy Enthusiasm Generosity 

Gratitude Happiness Harmony 

Honesty Humanity Independence 

Inner composure Kindness Love 

Loving firmness Morality Noble-mindedness 

Obedience Openness Patience 

Peace Perception Perseverance 

Personal Authority Practicality Respectfulness 

‘Seeing’ love  Sense of duty Sympathy 

Trustfulness Understanding Warmth 

 

 


