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Skills and Future Work (1) 
 The Relevance of Skills Training to Student Futures 

 

LEVEL  Intermediate to Advanced 

AIMS (Aspect of 

Pestalozzi)  
⮚ To demonstrate to students the 
relevance of their current practical skills 

education to their future lives 

⮚ To revise Pestalozzi’s ‘Head, Heart and 
Hands’ approach  

FURTHER AIMS To encourage students to think about their 
futures 

MATERIALS NEEDED ⮚ A camera 

⮚ Examples of students’ craftwork 

⮚ A blank sheet of paper and colouring 
pens for each pair of students 

 

The teacher asks the students to brainstorm all the different practical 

skills the students are learning or have learnt and lists them on the 
blackboard.   The teacher then revises the ‘Head, Heart and Hands’ 

approach with the students by focusing on a practical skill and eliciting 
what the students would need (in terms of ‘Head, Heart and Hands’) to run 
a small business, using the chosen practical skill.  The teacher divides the 

students into pairs and gives paper and colouring pens to each pair. 
 

{NB: For more information on ‘Head, Heart and Hands’ refer to the section 
in bold typeface at the end of the Teaching Idea ‘Head, Heart and Hands (4) 
- The Importance of Our Actions’ under ‘Building on Pestalozzi’s Pedagogy’.} 
 

Instructions to Students: 

● Choose one of the practical skills you are learning or have learnt.  
Ideally you should choose a skill which you have an example of and 

which can be photographed.  For example, if you have knitted your 
own cardigan and can easily bring it with you  

● Think about what abilities, qualities and skills you would need in 

terms of ‘Head, Heart and Hands’, if you were going to set up a 
business using this skill.  List them 

● Write a piece describing your future business in terms of ‘Head, 

Heart and Hands’ 
 

The teacher takes a photograph of each pair of students with their 

craftwork and displays it and the piece of writing together. 
 

Pestalozzi wanted education to be useful and relevant to his students upon 
becoming adults, and he taught students the skills necessary for 
independence.  He wanted students to have an all-round education – i.e., a 
vocational education (of the ‘Hands’), an academic education (of the ‘Head’) 
and a moral education (of the ‘Heart’), so that as adults the students would 
have the necessary abilities and qualities to put their practical skills to good 
use. 


